
not true. In acute vascular nephritis there is a decrcasei
blood pressure.

2. Wandel by therapeutic experiment on chlorotii
patients attempts to answer the question whether ii
chlorosis there is a deficient stimulation of tlie hemato
poetic organs, or an inability for them to form heino
globin owing to a lack of iron. Stimulation of tlie hema
topoetic cciilers he seeks by sweating in the electric liglil
bath. This increases the nuinber of blood corpuscles, am

in secondary anemia rapidly restores the blood to normal
In chlorosis, however, the increase in hemoglobin is verj
slow as compared with that obtained after giving iron
Consequently he believes the second of the two hypotheses
best explains the disease. In chlorosis hydrothcrapy
is an adjuvant in treatment, but not a substitute for iron.
Iron in sonic form is necessary for successful treatment,
whatever its way of acting may be.

3. Arhvfhmia is divided info three groups: (a) Infantile
type, (b) type due to extra systoles, and (c) arhythmia
perpetua. In the latter there is complete and persistentirregularity in which the length of systole and diastole
and the force of contractions vary and the normal rhythm
is completely lost. This form is usually associated with a
systolic venous pulse which docs not depend on a tricuspid
insufficiency, but on a primary auricular pause. The
condition is more frequently associated with chronic
myocarditis than with valvular disease and may occur
without there being a break in compensation.

4. llcinokc and Meyerstcin have studied the relations
between hydrops and salt and water excretion in experi-
mental nephritis. They used rabbits and injected uranium
nitrate or potassium bichromate to obtain renal lesions.
Between the two there is a considerable difference in action,
the uranium salt producing the more marked edema. As
in man so in these animals the edema docs not appear al-
ways to be produced in the same way. In the uranium
rabbits edema seems to be the result of vascular lesions
and may appear without much of a demonstrable ana-
tomical lesion of the kidney. In the chromium rabbits, on
the other hand, the edema is more the result of lesions
of the tubular epithelium. In both, salt retention plays
a part, but with uranium it has a minor rôle. The tubular
epithelium appears to have a secretory action for salt.

6. Schmidt finds that, perforation of softened anthra-
cofic lymph nodes into the respiratory tract is not very
uncommon about Dresden. Usually an aspiration pneu-
monia followed by pulmonary abscess or gangrene results.
The diagnosis can be made when the associated pulmonary
tuberculosis remains in the background. Tlie diagnosis is
to be based on tlie old age of the patient, the pulmonary
condition beginning as a putrid bronchitis and developing
into abscess or gangrene, localized pain or tenderness in
the region of the manubrium sterni and tlie presence in
the sputum of small bits of friable material which on
microscopic examination show large particles of carbon
pigment and various degeneration products.

7. Selling has studied by means of resonators and with
a receiving phonograph tlie note produced by percussion
of the lungs in normal and pathological conditions. This
paper is concerned more with a theoretical consideration
of the acoustics of the percussion note than with any
practical application in diagnosis. [H. A. O]

Revue de Chirurgie.
June, 1907.

1. Quénu, E. Separation of the Inferior Tibio-fibular
Articulation. (Continued article.)

2. *I)esjari>ins, A. 2Vic Technic of Pancrcatcetomy.
3. *Niclot, and Romary. Gunshot Wounds (Armes

de Chasse) in their Relation to Infection.
4. *Alamartine, H. Tuberculous Hypertrophie Osteo-

arthritis.
5. *DÉvÉ, F. Hydatid Cysts of the Liver Containing Air.

(Concluded.)
6. *Lb Damany, P. Congenital Dislocation of the Hip.

2. Desjardins describes a method of partial excision of
the pancreas based on anatomical grounds. This can best
be performed by excising the duodenum also. Tlie various
anastomoses necessitated by this procedure are well illus-
trated.

3. From various experiments Niclot and Romary con
chide that a shot-gun wound should be considered and
treated as though superficially infected. Tlie skin should
be cleaned with antiseptics. All exploration to remove
shot should lie avoided.

4. Alamartine calls attention to the fact that in hyper-
trophie osteo-arthritis and osteitis (tlie so-called syndrome
of Marie) tuberculosis will be found as a cause in a much
larger percentage of cases than is at present acknowledged.
Further, in many cases a distinct family history of tuber-
culosis is present.

5. Ilydatid cysts of the liver containing air may be
divided as follows: (1) Cysts opening into a bronchus; (2)
cysts opening into the digestive tract; (3) closed cysts; (4)
cysts containing air after operation. Dove has collected
57 cases of cysts of this sort. Several radiographs made
with the body in varying positions are of definite aid in
diagnosis. Wherever possible such cysts should be
drained, as only a small amount of air will bo absorbed
after aspiration.

6. By a large number of statistics gathered from phy-
sicians, I.cDainany finds that the frequency of congenital
dislocation of the hip increases witli tlie anthropologicalelevation of the race, attaining its maximum in the white
female. This is in contradistinction to the rule governing
all other congenital affections which arc more frequent
among the black races. [W. C. Q.]

Correspondence
LETTER FROM PARIS.

(From Our Special Correspondent.)
Amateurs of Pure Science.

Mr. Editor :
Paris, July 9, 1907.

" My musical friend, at whose house I am now visiting,
has tried all the owls that arc his near neighbors with a

pitch pipe set at concert-pitch, and finds they all hoot in
B flat, lie will examine tlie nightingales next spring."
(Gilbert White, Natural History of Sclborne.)

The dear soul! And to think that the universe waited
until the year of our Lord, 1771, before knowing that the
English owl hoots in B flat I However, since the circula-
tion of tho blood in the human body was only discovered in
the century before that, it is perhaps not a matter for
surprise that facts of minor importance had to wait even
longer. Let us hope that the musical gentleman really did
live until tho following spring, so as to settle that little
question about tlie nightingales. Think of that old dry-
as-dust sitting up during tho beautiful spring nights of
England, blowing on his wretched pipe, instead of listen-
ing to the sweet songs in the bushes that it was only his
privilege to hear during a brief period each year. Ho
reminds you of Murger's Latin quarter student, " Qui à la
place du cœur n'avait qu'un vieux bouquin."

This by way of preface to a few remarks on the amateur
of pure science in general. This is a being that always
fills mo witli wonderment; a man to admire, in a way,
while you deplore his lack of practical sense; a man to
whom you take your hat off, as you would to one vounfeer-
ing for a forlorn hope, while at the same time you inwardly
remark that you thank God you are not such as he!

Tlicie exists scattered all over tlie world, but probably
more so on the Continent than elsewhere, a large army of
those amateurs of pure science, men completely detached
from the world, its interests, struggles and ambitions,
often pure

" solitaires " without families, living in and
for their laboratories, on some miserable salary that just
supports their physical wants; and who at certain intervals
produce some abstruse and painstaking work that is of no
use to anything or anybody, and that at tlie end of tlie year
is rewarded by some learned academy by a medal or a

prize.Just take, for instance, the reports of the Sacióte de
Biologie herein Paris, and run over the titles of the papers
presented; and then ask yourself the question what could
nave been the object in view of the men who devoted all
this time and labor to the elucidation of this or that point.
One man, for instance, will discourse on the mode of
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termination of the motor-nerve filaments in the muscular
fibrilla: of the quadriceps of the common house fly, musca
embêtons. What practical result could he expect ever to
come out of all this effort? for in this world the only
effort that is of value is tlie effort that results in some ad-
vance to the welfare of our species.

Coming as 1 do from many generations of practical New
England stock, I can comprehend nothing that is not
practical; and when 1 look about me and see the quantitiesof matters of real practical interest to humanity that could
very well stand a certain amount of thought and labor on
tho part of intelligent men, and feel that thereby the health,
comfort and interests of humanity would be materially
advanced,

—

it seems to me a great pity that all this mass
of work on the part of these amateurs of pure science could
not be directed into more profitable channels. For there
is no disguising the fact that if it were feasible to calculate
the amount of work put in by this class of society in the
course of a year, if would be found to be very considerable
indeed. When 1 look at their products, a yearbook of
the Société de Biologic or of the Académie des Sciences,
for instance, 1 can only think of one thing, a cemetery for
the corpses of still-born infants, products of human energy
destined to come to naught from the time of their incep-
tion.

Sonic indignant laboratory man will come back at me,
no doubt, With the arguments on his side of the question:
the practical results that have come out of tho laboratory;
that 1 take at best a narrow view of things; and that my
ideals arc low and merely utilitarian.

I have no idea of expressing disapproval of laboratory
work in general; merely of what I call the amateur of
science pure, that is, science for the mere love of science,
without purpose or aim, science such as that of my
hooter in B fiat mentioned above.

Just take him as an instance. The amiable Gilbert
flunks he has dropped onto something quite important,
for he first reports the fact in his letter of Feb. 12, 1771, to
flic lion. Daines Harrington, and then returns to the sub-
ject a second time in his letter of Aug. 1, 1771, to the same

party, six months later, during which period lie has had
time to collect further data on this absorbing topic: " A
neighbor of mine, who is said to have a nice ear, remarks
that the owls about this village hoof in three different keys,
in G flat (or F sharp), in B flat and A flat. He heard two
hoofing to each other, the one in A flat and the other in
B flat. Query: Do these different notes proceed from
different species, or only from various individuals? The
same person finds upon trial that tin; note of the cuckoo
(of which we have but one species) varies in different
individuals; for, about Selbornc wood, he found they
were mostly in D; he heard two sing together, the one in
D, the other in I) sharp, who made a disagreeable concert;
he afterwards heard one in D sharp, and about Wohncr-
forest some in C. As to nightingales, he says that their
notes arc so short, and their transitions so rapid, that
he cannot well ascertain their key. Perhaps in a cage,
and in a room, their notes may be more distinguishable.
This person has fried to settle tlie notes of a swift, and of
several other small birds, but cannot bring them to any
criterion."

There, you sec, is the amateur of pure science in all his
perfection. He began with the owl, and was so fascinated
by flic interest of tlie pursuit (appetite comes while eating)
that he went on to a number of other birds, at the risk
of acquiring insomnia and that apparently common
though to me mysterious disorder which English people
designate as "

a chill on tlie liver " ! And all this to what
purpose? Faut-il, Seigneur, qu'il ait en du temps
à perdre!

Again, I know that the great German, Goethe, has said
that "es ist immer gut etwas zu wissen"; and that deep
thinkers all advise "

a wide sympathy " in human affairs,
"

a broad-minded interest "
in all about us. Still 1 think

that there is a limit to that sort of tiling, and that time
and labor put into the elucidation of a subject merely for
sport, for the pleasure of the chase, as it were, with no

visible result at the end, is time and labor lost. The
world in not one whit the better, in any conceivable way
or shape, for knowing that the Selbornc owls hoot in B
flat,

—

when they don't hoot in some other key, sharp or
flat!

In connection with Goethe's maxim, I was once called
to see a patient here with a small subcutaneous abscess of
the neck, and while attending to it I had time for a good
deal of general conversation. I Ic was a tall, spare English-
man of about fifty-five, evidently somebody, though 1 had
no idea what; he might perfectly well have been either a

superior officer, a distinguished surgeon, a leading divine, in
fact, anything of rank you jilease. But two points struck
me forcibly at the first visit: lie was well posted in the
relative merits of asepsis as opposed to antisepsis; and he
knew all about the arguments in favor of operating in
appendicitis during the first twenty-four hours, and, after
the lapse of that period, of leaving it to get well as best
it can. So I made up my mind by the end of my visit
that this was some distinguished confrere in disguise, and
that he was— well, excuse the language — pulling my
leg. He ultimately turned out to be a celebrated judge,
now a lord, who had found if profitable in his profession to
know as much on all subjects as ho conveniently could
assimilate.

I was very much struck with the beauty of pure science
once while attending a reunion of the Académie des
Sciences here in Paris. This is the highest scientific body
in France, composed of flic leading men in all branches of
science. To become a member of this body is the crowning
step in all French scientific careers. Attend one of those
meetings arid you will sec there gathered together all
that France boasts of the very best.

Well, 1 went to sco them, one day, and one tottery,
aged gentleman,'with a feeble, quavering voice, got up and
addressed them on tho order and place in which flic buds
and shoots develop on a certain plant during the growth
of its initial spike; and while reading this document in his
inaudible voice ho turned his back frequently to his
audience and drew on a blackboard tiny little diagrams
which no one could see! This before a gathering of
eminent surgeons, physicians, astronomers, chemists,
mathematicians, physicists, etc. It was an extraordinary
performance.

With the world filled with unsolved problems not only
of a biological order but in all branches of knowledge,
problems whose correct solution would 1)0 of immense
benefit and interest to humanity, it is difficult to under-
stand that these hooters in B flat can have the effrontery
either to take themselves seriously and imagine they are
accomplishing something of use, or that they should think
that the world takes sufficient, interest in their papers to
read them when they appear in due season in the cumples
rendus. What an appalling dust-bin must be the archival
sanctum of such societies as the Biological, and others
of the same class!

"Spectator."

PROFESSOR MENDEL'S GREATEST SERVICE
TO NEUROLOGY.

Boston, July 2G, 1907.
Mr. Editor: The obituary notice of Professor Mendel

in this week's Journal omits any mention of his greatest
service to neurology. One of the last acts of his life was
to assist in preparing the number of the Neurologisches
Ccnlralblutt which contains his son's tribute to his memory
and the regret of the publishers at the breaking of the
associations of ovcrja quarter of a century. Tho establish-
ment and the successful management of the Centralblall
during all these years, before similar journals in other
languages were even thought of, have made the neurolo-
gists of the world his debtor by giving thorn a full and
careful summary of what was best in neurological litera-
ture. In addition to this Professor Mendel undertook the
general editorial work of the Jahresbericht über die Leis-
tungen und Fortschritte auf dem Gebiete der Neurologie und
Psychiatrie, to which he also contributed the section on
the organic psychoses. Although his volume (not "

pa-
per ") on general paralysis which antedates the Central-
blall still remains a classic, the Cenlrulbtatl itself and the .

Jahresbericht will be his most enduring monument and a

worthy memorial of a genial and learned teacher. '

Yours very truly,
Philip Coombs Knapp, M.D.
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